brother. do. you. love. me.

brother. do. you. love. me. is the story of two brothers and their extraordinary journey
of resilience and repair.
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Reuben was living in a home providing care for adults with learning disabilities. For over a
year he had been non-verbal, unable to express his thoughts and feelings except on paper
with felt-tip pens. He was deeply depressed and spent his days in a fog of anti-depressants.
Aged 38, he still hadn’t established an independent life and was struggling with physical
reality of having Down’s syndrome. Increasingly isolated, cut off from everyone and
everything he loved, Reuben sent his older brother a desperate text message: ‘brother. do.
you. love. me.’
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Immediately, Manni left his home in Spain, took Reuben out of care and moved them both
into a cottage in the countryside. In the stillness of winter, they began a simple routine
of walking, inching a little further each day, from the drive to the village, finally to the
woods and fields. In the evenings Reuben would draw colourful images of his favourite
characters from films and books with his felt-tip pens. As the months moved to spring,
on a journey of pain and frustration, revelation and joy, Reuben and Manni discovered it
is never too late to rebuild the bonds of brotherhood.
brother. do. you. love. me. is a dazzling story of hope, resilience and repair for our troubled
times. It explores how far we’re capable of going for those we love, and asks how,
individually and collectively, we can all take better care of each other.

Manni Coe grew up in Yorkshire and Berkshire and now lives in Dorset and
Andalucia. He works as a walking guide in Spain and around the world. This is
his first book.
Reuben Coe grew up in Berkshire. He completed a B-tech in drama and lived
in Spain before moving to north Dorset. His art has been used by St Paul’s
Cathedral and his range of Christmas cards raised money for the NHS during
the pandemic. This is the first time his illustrations have appeared in a book.
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